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from Washington this is another in our series of special programs on issues facing today's campus tonight 
foreign policy and descent and the arias plan bring peace to Central America and in this hour the Contras the 
Sandinistas and American intelligence how far should the u.s. go in protecting what it considers its legitimate 
interests hello from Washington and welcome to tonight's college satellite network special on foreign policy 
and descent in recent years the question of war and peace and Central America has been a controversial 
question on the American campus it is after all America's young people who will be called on to fight and to 
die if the u.s. ever becomes involved in a war there the House and Senate hearings into the iran-contra affair 
unveiled new information about the connections between the US government and the Contra rebels fighting 
a war against the government of Nicaragua but there are new charges that those ties maybe just a part of a 
bigger secret operation one that involves the United States much more directly in Central America's wars this 
is how Americans have seen Central America for the past 10 years regional wars claiming more than a 
hundred thousand lives since 1978 the wars on America's doorstep have become a major concern and are 
at the center of American foreign policy in the region a million and a half dollars a day to support the duarte 
government in El Salvador 100 million dollars in aid to the Contras rebels fighting the 
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the Contras rebels fighting the sandanista government in nicaragua with the Reagan administration now 
seeking another 270 million dollars but that massive public commitment to Central America maybe just a part 
of the total picture I'm not sure that | ever had a particularly clear understanding as to what the foreign 
officials ever did know about that this summer's iran-contra hearings revealed a much larger role by 
American intelligence in the region than the American public had ever been told about secret shipments of 
arms and supplies to the Contras coordinated by the CIA and the National Security Council took place 
without the knowledge or consent of the Congress since then published reports have charged American 
intelligence agents have been part of a conspiracy to raise contra funds by smuggling drugs north to the US 
others have alleged that Colonel Oliver North used a secret team of right-wing extremists to train and equip 
the contrast and what bothered me most of all and | think | communicated that fairly clearly to my superiors is 
here fix it and the things already on fire when they throw the bag to you and you know what's in the bag the 
congressional inquiry and these published charges I've raised new questions about how and when American 
intelligence agency should be involved in foreign policy implementation joining us now in Washington to look 
at what American intelligence has been doing in Central America and around the world or for people who 
have examined the issues for some time William Colby was director of the Central Intelligence Agency for 
three years under presidents Nixon and Ford he's now a political consultant to government agencies and 
businesses Republican congressman henry hyde of illinois is a member of the Congressional Committee 


which has been investigating the iran-contra affair including 12 weeks of televised hearings this summer 
Leslie Coburn is the author of a new book out of control the story of the Reagan administration's secret war 
in Nicaragua she is also the 
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war in Nicaragua she is also the producer of the CBS West fifty-seventh Street piece many of us watched 
before this program which charged that the CIA was involved in drug trafficking to support the Contras and 
Daniel Shen general counsel of the Christic Institute the Institute is a public policy research group specializes 
in investigations and legal actions mr. Sheehan was a lawyer in the karen silkwood lawsuit on nuclear safety 
he's now bringing a lawsuit which charges that a secret team of intelligence agents has conducted illegal 
operations around the world for many years which I think probably takes me right to you mr. sheehan very 
extreme charges some of what we've just seen in this film suggests some fairly extreme action do you have 
the facts to back that up yes we do hiding that the Christic Institute filed a major federal racketeering lawsuit 
against this group of people six months before any acknowledgment had been made by the Congress or by 
the Attorney General of the existence of this group we named the individuals we told the role that they played 
in supplying the Contras in fact we appeared in October of 1986 prior to the announcement by the Attorney 
General it appeared in front of a committee with with the congressman here and informed them that this was 
a private group doing this and that they had direct connections with Oliver North we told that we named the 
individuals that were involved in this the role that they played and we pointed out that they were involved with 
major drug smuggling that was going on we named the people that were doing the drug smuggling they were 
later revealed and in the CBS may break right there because you've made now series of statements but one 
of them connects | think to the congressman who is along with the number of other congressmen someone 
who has heard those charges baseless well the iran-contra committees which were a merger of the Senate 
and the house had unlimited funds avail able to investigate and we had some very expert investigators and 
very keen 





expert investigators and very keen private counsel and the last report i have seen said they found these 
charges baseless insofar as drug dealings are concerned they could find no evidence to support them the 
rest of mr. Sheen's statement somewhat escapes me | really have no recollection of being present at a 
hearing | don't it may well have been | attend an awful lot of them but I'm sure if there was substance to his 
charges the Democrats which control the house and the Senate would pounce on them like you know like 
raw meat so right now what we're going to do is keep moving the ball but you can have a chance to 
exchange on that one in a minute why couldn't you have done a piece as it seems to me there were 
allegations in the past that the Sandinistas were engaged in drug trafficking which involved our nation and 
the use of that money for weapons what made you follow this particular Road in your face well | think the last 
time | looked taxpayers money wasn't going to descend in East us | think what was disturbing about the drug 
smuggling that we found the CBS News team that had been following this story for quite some time was that 
drug smuggling we found considerable evidence that drug smuggling was used as both a source of funding 
and the drug smugglers were used to transport guns down to Central America and bring drugs back to the 
United States congressman hide pointed out that the committee did issue a memo on the subject the 
disturbing thing about that memo by the way was this was a July 23rd 1987 memo saying that hundreds of 
people had been interviewed on this subject and that and that the charges were baseless that it was in fact 
Street talk other committees on the hill investigating this found that rather amusing because you have the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee who are now doing very serious investigations of the drug charges you 
have the crime subcommittee of the House Judiciary Committee who are also 





Judiciary Committee who are also following this up one of the committee staffers from the iran-contra 
committees came to the crime subcommittee two days before that memo was written and said should we 
look into this issue so that sets a record for interviewing hundreds of people two days but you are in effect 
still stating a number of allegations that people are looking into which takes me to you mr. Colby these are 
allegations in many cases about people with whom you have either been associated about whom you have 
some knowledge do you find it likely from your own past to believe that the government of United States 
more specifically intelligence agencies of this government have been engaged in directly or directly in drug 
smuggling absolutely not | can guarantee you that the CIA has never been engaged in drug smuggling now 
that we canard has been raised on various occasions in the past and has been investigated exhaustively the 
fact of drug smuggling from Central and South America is hardly news it happens the fact that some odd 
fellow may at a convenient polmont say oh | was doing it for CIA is a normal defense of any convicted 
criminal for frequently to say well | didn't do it | was just doing it for my government and the this whole 
conspiracy theory the secret team which is a paranoia of the right wing and of the left wing is something we 
live with all the time CIA conducts secret operations that's right and it's charged with doing that by our 
government but I can assure you it conducts operations under the law and if it didn't the Congress would 
have their heads well let me take the two witnesses in a Kate in this case for the defense and ask both of you 
something if this is ttue congressman for instance why was the Congress so surprised to discover that in fact 
some activities have been going 
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in fact some activities have been going forward which you as a person who have believes and what our 
government is doing generally in Central America had to yourself say may have been off the reservation 
occasionally why now we're leaving the drug subject | want to | want to deal with a larger question that they'll 
Colby just raised me a foreign policy being run out of the basement of the White House force isolate general 
Secord tight that's that sort of question because it goes well they're not just drugs no no no those the hard 
about whether or not any allegation is so far distant from what may turn out to be fact | think that's the 
question no one doubts and | certainly don't that strange bizarre things happen and this was a strange 
bizarre scenario but it doesn't involve the CIA as far as I'm concerned and it doesn't involve drug dealing 
what it does involve is a high-risk policy that had to be kept very secret because lives were involved and 
confidentiality had this been known I'm sure had it been known on the hill there would have been screams to 
high heaven this is the general almost that's right the opening to Iran the sending of weapons to Iran the 
effort to get the hostages out where all of a piece and since secretary Shultz disapproves and secretary 
Weinberger disapproved the president wanted to go ahead | don't know who convinced him | suspect bill 
Casey but | don't know that he's gone but somebody with influence and with with some mystique to him 
some answers suggested that the Israelis who brought this proposition to our government had some 
intelligence about who the pragmatics were inside Iran this might accomplish access influence in the release 
of our hostages but getting it back to Central America where we're going to try to stay here for a while 
question here is was forget the fact that the Iran deal may or may not have 
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that the Iran deal may or may not have been something which would have been approved at whatever levels 
if it had been known by the people or by the Congress or anybody else on the very questions that a braised 
most often about Central America and American policy there | want to ask mr. Colby as well as the 
congressman then back we go to the first affirmative all right the question is again the revelations that are 
verified which no one seriously is disputing anymore about activities by some individuals any rate under 
certain circumstances down there aren't they in themselves so far beyond what anybody would have 
accepted as being likely just a year ago as to make it a lot more possible to believe that some of these things 
are possible too no | don't think so at all | don't happen to agree with what was done there that that's an 
independent question | would have not done it that way Frank frankly but | think if you look at the record of 
what's happened there and the degree of CIA and there there is Nicaragua The Joker aqua and the contra 
operation you will find that basically CIA stayed out of it while the Boland amendment was in force and that 


bill Casey stayed out cat had the CIA stay out of it the same time he found a legal loophole he thought | did | 
disagree but he thought he found a legal loophole that Colonel North could do it because he wasn't in CIA he 
was in the NSC now you'll find a couple of little things we're CIA stepped over the edge yes a CIA officer 
delivered a message from Colonel North to a contra leader now that's hardly a major violation of the book 
Boland amendment it was a violation but it wasn't a major one now that | think is the scope of what we're 
talking about of CIA is being involved all right and that that really is a setup of this discussion which is what is 
our government doing in its authorized agency so now let's go back to those who bring a slightly different 





to those who bring a slightly different picture to bear on this same area outline why it is I'm really supposed to 
believe what you have to say | can make an allegation anytime and | can deny at any time what are the 
reasons that | it's important for the students around the country to understand that what's being said by mr. 
Colby and mr. Hyde is preposterous it's not just a little bit off that mr. Hyde was personally informed in 
October of 1986 in detail about the operation going on down in Central America he professes not to 
remember that incident the fact is that he personally stood up and demanded that those hearings be closed 
so that no one would be able to find out about this information it's not that you know about the information he 
didn't want anybody else to know about the information I'm telling you what information yours October 15th of 
1986 before the House Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere affairs with mr. Hyde present chaired by the 
the congressman Barnes from from Virginia Maryland Maryland that | set right there and told them all about 
this operation | told him about Oliver North | gave the names i submitted to them the copy of the complaint 
and mr. Hyde moved to have the hearing closed down to get all the public out of the room because this was 
national security information in fact he went so far as to say to the other congresspeople gentlemen we can't 
allow this information to be put public because we can be incriminated if in fact we know about this and we 
authorized more money to go to the Contras because what mr. Sheehan is saying here is that this is a 
criminal conspiracy involving high-level officials of this administration now if mr. Hyde doesn't remember that 
I'm pretty astonished | think at this point we have actually some specifics we might want to deal with 
specifically yes yeah | remembered the occasion where we had a hearing with the movie cameras churning 
away and I'd frankly don't remember you mr. Sheehan but i don't i'm sure you were there you have a clear 
memory of it and i remember moving that we have a closed session it was a tactic in response to some of 
Barnes's tactics 
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response to some of Barnes's tactics which i now forget about but we didn't have a closed session we came 
back in so so that's a material and that you may charge us about Colonel North which has been shown to be 
true yeah well so what what you said so outrageous and irresponsible | what did | say what did | say are so 
outrageous and irresponsible you said that making these accusations about oliver north and members of the 
National Security Council were absolutely outrageous and irresponsible for me to be making any such public 
charges | told you that as a member of the Congress of the United States it was your responsibility to 
understand that these were true well are you moved to close down the here and you know c'mere mr. 
Barnes didn't pursue this up every labyrinthine way possible he was a very zealous to nail the administration 
to the wall I'm sure he had the votes and he had the members why are you so worried about me l'm not 
worried about you congressman hide I'm worried about the fact that you would try to tell this audience 
around the country that you didn't know about this star we have now | think run that particular dog about as 
far as it'll go just simply because there's a disagreement on the merits but | think you see part of the debate 
right here on both sides as to what the facts may or may not be but speaking of facts in that very interesting 
and very provocative and astounding if all truth peace it has been said on the side and within it that a large 
number of other witnesses of other people with information were interviewed as opposed to the three that are 
actually on camera yes that was one of two pieces by the way yes | well actually you've done a number of 
pieces in the area but just is concentrating here to all of the people you talk to then substantiation to the 
general allegation that is in that piece well when you're doing an investigation like that you talk to lots and 
lots and lots 
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that you talk to lots and lots and lots of people dozens and dozens and dozens of people if it's clear that the 
story is not checking out there is no corroboration there are no documents whether it be customs documents 
FBI investigations copy of the check address of a bank you know you really spend a good deal of time 
following something like this up I'll give you an example the first of all | just wanted to comment that actually 
have about 15 seconds to my helmet but the CIA was a good deal more involved in this that then is being 
made clear here from the massive documents released during the during the committee hearings Allen fires 
the task force chief joe fernandez the CIA station chief in costa rica was running the airdrops dewey Claridge 
was intimately knowledgeable about what was going on though you know what let me do me a big favor and 
we're going to come out of this second day on the halogen bunk built doing mr. Cole we were going to have 
to stop right here come back when you do it identify people not only by name but by title okay most of us 
don't know as much as you all do during the program a number of our viewing campuses will be responding 
to for special polling questions on the topics we Ravi going to be discussing tonight we'll have the results of 
our college satellite network poll a little later in the broadcast the first one now the first question that we're 
going to be asking comes up now do you believe that US intelligence agencies are involved in illegal illegal 
activities in Central America now not all of you are going to be answering this the monitor for the selected 
control schools will now conduct the poll we'll be back with more from our panel of intelligence experts and 
your telephone questions right after these I've just spent a year traveling around Europe in northern Africa 
and I've seen numerous examples of things that go on that the American people have no idea things were 
the CIA and the FBI are involved in completely exploiting local people and governments especially in small 
villages | was embarrassed and disgusted | believe that the United States and other countries should bite 
into anyone else's country and try to 


00:20:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=jzgQfF1_fz0&t=1202s 





into anyone else's country and try to control their lives and choose the way of life for them this is our csn 
phone room here in Washington and our operators who are ready to take your telephone questions for our 
panelists tonight's of column in if you'd like to be part of our program just give us a call our number is 804 
268 969 that's 800 for 268 969 we look forward to hearing from you during the time remaining in this hour of 
our program and now to go to those who are here with questions i know that Charlotte eldritch has a 
question here please stand identify yourself name and school and ask your question my name is Charlotte 
Eldridge and i'm here on washington semester with American University | want to direct my question to mr. 
Colby and um | think what we are learning about is that there is a very special need for national security 
interests as stated in a lot of things stating back from monroe doctrine but there's also democracy as we 
know it in the united states there's a sort of dichotomy there | was wondering what you felt would be a fair 
balance between those two well | think we've essentially reached the fair balance which is that our country 
needs to conduct some covert operations there's no question about it the Congress has looked at that and in 
the a series of investigations including some ones that went badly and said well nonetheless sometimes we 
do need to do it but let's do it under our Constitution and not outside let's have an arrangement where the 
Congress has to know about them and have a voice in them and decide whether they're going to be done 
you have two very special committees of the Congress who are entitled to know about these operations and 
who are expected to keep them secret so that they continue when there's consensus about them they go 
without any real trouble when there's dissension they come out in the best American tradition and we have a 
big fight about 
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tradition and we have a big fight about them but we can do them i'd like i'd like to respond that the fact of the 
matter is that senator frank church's Select Committee on Intelligence abuses uncovered not a little bit of 
problems with the CIA massive illegal conduct on the part of the Central Intelligence and when is this this is 
just like in the late some of that they in fact stated that they had uncovered evidence showing that in fact our 
Central Intelligence Agency and intelligence community was acting in many instances like a totalitarian 


government abroad there was horrendously embarrassing they set up a mechanism to mandate that any 
such covert operations be reported to the Congress that is the point at which the secret team started to be 
set up so that only the official government people in CIA would have to report interrupt one of the things that | 
think you did concede was that there may have been an effort by the director to take advantage of a legal 
loophole miss and to go into some operational activities which might not otherwise be acceptable is there 
something more than a nice little legal technicality here of | think it's basically a loophole at the Boland 
Amendment said that agencies engaged in intelligence activities not give assistance to the Contras they 
looked at it and they said | think wrongly but they said that the NSC is not an agency involved in intelligence 
activities is that policy was like congressman and that is a very rational explanation because by definition in 
intelligence activities are the collection analysis evaluation and distribution the NSC is a consumer of 
intelligence not a producer analyzer or distributor so but so | think one could look at the Boland Amendment 
and say it includes the CIA the State Department the Department of Defense but not the National Security 
Council it's arguing is that where the committee is going to come down oh the committee is dominated by 
Democrats know it's going to come down that the law every law including 
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down that the law every law including law of gravity was broken | think forward to that report everyone just 
the same Central America you had a situation where you had money coming from the National Security 
Council but it was going to self professed and documented CIA operatives who were running training bases 
who were shipping in arms and who were involved with drug trafficking | know how to run CIA operations and 
if CIA had run it it would have been run much better one of the lessons of these is if you're going to run 
covert operations get the pros to do it don't get a bunch of enthusiastic amateurs who will go out and use 
some character whoever he's got time he gets near the polygraph the thing goes off the track that may be 
true but you take someone like North's man in Central America Robert Owen who was known as the courier 
Owen wrote a memo which came out in the committee hearings where he said he was referring to a 
particular aircraft company who was recommended by the CIA to the State Department to ferry supplies now 
this particular group all had drug trafficking charges against them and Owen said very boldly nice guys the 
boys choose and the boys he stated to chairman in no way meant the CIA he was disturbed about it he was 
disturbed that the man that the agency had chosen in Costa Rica as the leading contra figure | negra 
chamorro as Owen described it to his boss Oliver North he said this man has a serious drinking problem his 
deputies are involved in drug trafficking and stealing from the United States government this was a shoddy 
operation and it wasn't a CIA upper it's important to understand that the Central Intelligence Agency our 
experts in trying to deceive people in trying to keep things secret well why believe it isn't it their function to try 
to do that no their function is defined in the National Security Act of 1947 was to gather intelligence to advise 
the president the National Security Council on intelligence activities and to engage 
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on intelligence activities and to engage in other operations that the National Security Council from time to 
time direct them to engage in as was as was stated specifically by the people who drafted the National 
Security Act it was never intended for the Central Intelligence Agency to be engaged in these types of 
unlawful activities what they're doing is they're using the term covert not to keep these activities from 
adversaries such as the KGB or others they're using these types of dodges that were developed in the 
Espionage field to conceal their activities from the American public and from the Congress context majid they 
in fact not be concealing of course they have to conceal a lot of things people's lives are at stake operations 
are at stake Nationals of other countries are at stake now if mr. Sheehan is so sure that the laws were 
broken have no fear if your suit doesn't succeed judge Walsh's will he will indict everybody within sight he 
said Walsh judge Walsh is the independent counsel appointed to look into the iran-contra affair he has 25 
lawyers he has FBI he has IRS he has a three-year lease on his offices and any laws that were broken will 
be tried through the courts so we'll have to wait we don't want to jump what do they call that rush to judgment 
would you seem to be doing this | think that was a comment about the Warren Commission that did such a 
great job in uncovering all that other information what this question of whether the United States and 


specifically CIA should engage in covert operations beyond mere intelligence activities has been up and 
considered time after time it was considered in the 40s was considered in the 50s it was considered in the 
60s and it was considered by the Church Committee when a very hostile atmosphere looking at the times 
that these things went wrong and at the termination of the Church Committee after a year of investigation 
they said should we bar these no let's be careful about them but let's 
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let's be careful about them but let's not borrow them question from the audience hi my name is Dan seal 
graduate university california santa cruz one thing the church committee did find out was there's a political 
assassination program by the CIA to one the one hand assassinate fidel castro by exploding cigars in poison 
wetsuits there was a program in southeast asia which you testified about the Phoenix program which 
assassinated about twenty three thousand or more nummies recently in the iran-contra scandal we did find 
out that bill Casey tart planning an assassination attempt against the leader in the Middle East that ended up 
killing innocent civilians and we earlier found out about the assassination manual for the Nicaraguan Contras 
my question is how is a democracy can we tolerate political assassination programs in our name we don't I'm 
the guy who wrote the directive saying that CIA would not engage in those things and in fact the Church 
Committee looked into this and one of the conclusions of the Church Committee is that the CIA did not kill 
one foreign leader they tried they tried in past Rose case that's for sure we are saying today did not now let's 
get this into some degree of proportion because alden's of civilian wait everybody's not just annoyed you 
mentioned Phoenix | have testified on Phoenix and I've told the Congress the United States under oath and 
it's been looked at as to whether these people were assassinated I've said no they were mostly killed in 
military actions that's exactly what happened there was a war over there if you'll remember and we were 
involved in can't wait I'm sorry | didn't know you were coming back in but we have another question from 
outside of here everybody gets their shot but right now the University of Kentucky has a question so 
University of Kentucky go ahead ok this is the University of Kentucky and this is the first time I've heard 
about drug smuggling to the into the United States and | was just wondering how come the drug smuggling 
and the east of fun fund for contra support was not made public 
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for contra support was not made public now you understand there's some disagreement as to whether that is 
true but has it been given publicity question we didn't find any the iran-contra committee investigated the 
charges that these folks have been living on for years and they found 0 they didn't investigate at all you have 
two other committees on Capitol Hill as a matter of fact while Ali North was testified well no wait a minute 
once you're ready go let me finish in one while he was testifying Jesse Helms and John Kerry were running 
their own committee their subcommittee over at the Senate Foreign Relations Jesse Helms found well they'd 
found some rather interesting things nothing Harry hearing about its Jesse phone well she's very concerned 
about it have you spoken to him about this | speak to write very concerned about people who are used by the 
CIA and who've been used in this by the State Department in this operation have been trafficking in drugs 
well you know this is the first occasion where the they have y ellos esperan well paid well resourced 
investigative staff of the iran-contra committee under the chairmanship of Senator in a way and Lee Hamilton 
couldn't find anything when God knows they wanted to do look to court they didn't know it's a big fat water 
Gregory who is there's a big fat lie | wasn't saying the women why wouldn't they look because they didn't 
look they went well don't they they have the money they have the investigators and the end the zeal to find 
something to nail this admit we had a new Idol baby as a program alleging this are you gonna say that the 
Congress wouldn't even look into hungry is looking into it they hired an investigator specifically the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee has hired an investigator specifically look into these charges he's been working 
on it for several months but the Select can be done it and an Iran Contra did not investigate one single 
minute and previous allegation is to say that all the various allegations of CIA involvement and drugs have 
have resulted in no evidence of CIA involvement and 
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in no evidence of CIA involvement and drugs there's no all the previous investigation and the fact of the 
matter is it's going to be presented in a civil case in Miami and those people are going to be sure it'll be a 
decisive Wow white the second for a moment because that and go to another question my name is Mark 
Ryan I'm a graduate of Georgetown University um | wanted to pick up on something about the West 57 piece 
um April was the first airing in the West 57 piece april seven whether it's true or not the washington times 
came out and said that among other things jorge morales went to a senator an aid from Senator Kennedy's 
office and said | had hoped that my testimony my coming out to public would perhaps you know give me 
immunity from further prosecution July eleventh | believe was the second airing July 21st the Subcommittee 
on narcotics came out you know Charles Rangel who I guess no front of the Contras in my point of view 
came out and said and | quote none of the witnesses kate gave any evidence that would show that the 
Contras leadership was involved in trafficking and drugs other witnesses appeared some that was a major by 
my way everybody knows a total misquote what it is | didn't finish thank you you're in the papers you know 
most of those were you know witnesses that you're counting on as well | was a year program on Michael 
talivar another person on West fifty-seventh was has been convicted of drug smuggling drug dealing six 
times hardly a credible witness CBS has not aired a piece since is that true anymore the CBS think that this 
is a viable case why haven't they retracted it or what this is a CBS answer in this case it's all yours for a 
minute well we aired another piece in the middle of July which was the second story in the series of the drug 
pieces I'm sorry 21st meaning after the subcommittee came out and said we had find no evidence Denise let 
me answer your question let me 





let me answer your question let me explain something one you say that jorge morales who's a major drug 
smuggler who says that he gave three million dollars in cash planes and pilots to the Contras at the request 
of octaviano say Sarah CIA operative in Costa Rica both have confirmed that relationship and customs 
documents support the fact that at least four hundred thousand dollars was brought in from a Bahamian bank 
by the two of them says our sign the Declaration it was used to purchase planes pilots were shared between 
the Contras and jorge morales there's no question at that now when morales did testify which he did this 
summer before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee he testified without immunity and | think you should 
know that because there have been plenty of charges thrown around that these guys just talked because 
they want a shorter sentence or they want immunity they're coming up on the hill with no immunity and that's 
important for you to understand | have no immunity at this point from something | need to do and I'll be back 
in one second now in a second | trust the telephone questions will be coming as well as those from here in 
the audience but our second csn polling question tonight reflects a concern of many students we've talked to 
an America's campuses recently the question is as follows are you afraid the United States will become 
involved in a war in Central America in which you young Americans will have to fight again the monitor for 
the selected control schools will now conduct the poll will return after these messages we have half as many 
countries that we do deal ethically with as opposed to half that we possibly don't give the good shape to 
welcome to new States foreign policy | believe we do deal ethically except in the area of protecting your own 
business interest because the businesses don't deal it ethically with other governments the University of 
California at Santa Barbara has a call so go ahead Santa 





Barbara has a call so go ahead Santa Barbara my name is Tamara and | know that one of the things that 
came out during the iran-contra hearings was the fact that there was an attempt or a pause there was the 
possibility of an attempt being planned on the life of ambassador Tam and this attempt was being made by 
people working for the United States government and the purpose of this was that the assassination of mist 
of ambassadors hands would be blamed on the company says and this therefore would give the Reagan 
administration a to rush like Rambo into a attacks Nicaragua and now | now knowing this as | think we all do 
watch the hearing even though it was very very quickly the smiths knowing this little that we do know about 
that why should it be a surprise to any thinking person that the that there is drug running from politics all 
America to fund the Contras one of the names i know i think the question is pretty well understood Oh in 


Costa Rica and one one one last thing | might say that | admire mr. Shan so much i understand that attempts 
have been made on his life and on the life of his family i have a question what all right i'm sorry you've really 
asked about four questions and three assertions so let me | see a yes/no on this so let's go the yes no yes 
mr. Xie the there's an important plus they're in fact something that you know of as an asst attempt made on 
ambassador Tam's life and have there been allegations against yours if there was it was a specific plan afoot 
it's important to correct a point that the people in my judgment out of the Christian Institute were not working 
for the American government what they were was part of this secret team 





they were was part of this secret team the dangerous thing we're trying to communicate to people is that 
when in fact the CIA is being closely monitored in a decision is made to get former CIA people former 
Pentagon people such as C chord inclines and these types to do these operations so they don't have to 
report to these intelligence committees you get a lack of control and that's what happened with regard to 
tams Renee korbo and Philippe Vidal and a number of other individuals who are in Central America working 
with a mammoth image on Hall a civilian who was the recipient of the CIA shipments that were going in these 
are the people that join together to decide to try to kill Luis tams the US ambassador to Costa Rica to blame 
that on the sandanista that is a extraordinary thing that's happened it's a factual fingers direct eyewitness 
evidence people in the meetings where they had the floor plans of the embassy and everything that's a fact 
with regard to the second question is the allegations fact those charges have been made well as a trial 
lawyer you know that what you have is you have witnesses who provide eyewitness testimony of being in the 
meetings there's corroboration for it there's more than one person it acknowledged a that's point one that's 
right congressman hide well you agree with point one no | think it's fantasy the mr. Sheehan makes charges 
and throws names around no indictments no naughty is there a civil lawsuit is tams suing these people for 
attempting to kill him | saw mr. Timms he didn't have any security around him a very nice man but let me say 
this charles Rangel is chairman he's academic rat from New York chairman of the Select Committee on 
narcotics of the House of Representatives a very liberal Democrat he has come up with zero on the charges 
made by ms Coburn and by mr. Sheehan so we've got to Democrat agencies the iran-contra Committee 
coming up with zero you got Charlie Rangel and the Select Committee on narcotics coming up with zero and 
they still say there's a big concern curacy to to deal in drugs i think it's 
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curacy to to deal in drugs i think it's it's it's a big zero you have a shot on something on its point to no second 
you were going to say that Charlie Rangel Congress and Ron eagle had misspoken | didn't know what that 
meant earlier he was misquoted he was quoted as saying that there are no charges worth looking into into 
most of the Contra leaders what he had said was there are indeed serious charges against every contour 
leader I'm regularly yes there are serious charges it's only see by CBS country what does that make it a big 
deal CBS | think it's important to realize that there are three committees who are looking into narcotics now 
and from what I've seen the Senate populations with jesse helms and john kerry are really taking the lead | 
have another call but let me just ask a very brief question | mean because it's frankly of some dramatic 
interest and some real personal interest to you do you feel that your life has been threatened in connection 
with this well there that we got direct evidence that the cousin of flea babydoll one of the people who was 
involved in the tamson had put out a hundred thousand dollar contract on members of the Christic Institute if 
they went back into Florida to continue their investigation our chief investigator uncovered it went to see the 
man who acknowledged that he had done it and they withdrew the contract the fact of the matter is that the 
people and this secret team of former CIA people in pentagon people are not the kind of people who are silly 
they're going to do something stupid like that they know that they've got lots of arrows in their quiver to play 
politically and otherwise but the other people from the 2506 brigade of right-wing Cubans in Miami some of 
these men will kill you for stepping on their dog and these are the people that we have to be careful of and 
that's why it's so reckless to use them as a cutout to carry out things when the agency doesn't want to have 


to report to be intelligent I'd like to | like to hit this and quickly and miss Bobby and then we're going to go to 
another I'd like to hit the secret teen thing because we started it with CIA now we're talking about former CIA 
and former Pentagon so 
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about former CIA and former Pentagon so we | guess we've dropped CIA oh yeah no yeah well that's what it 
sounded like to make them your former CIA yes there have been some renegades in CIA's history over the 
years of the thousands and thousands of people who have served their country very well in that agency and 
without great plaudit without great honor no they do it anonymously and quietly and effectively out of that 
whole group there have been a few renegades over the years but to categorize them as typical of CIA | think 
is a dishonor to the ones that serve their country effectively there will be back on that subject and others right 
now | have a call from Buena Vista college in lowa and | think it probably is going to be interesting to several 
of you go ahead buena vista 


END 


